MECHANIZATION
account was made of the Industrial Revolution Just as soldiers of the old school were unwilling to soil their uniforms by dabbling with the products of science, so the old type of historian felt that the dignity of his prose was better sustained by wars and genteel politics than the wages of cotton-spinners and the woes of chimney sweeps Accordingly the History of England is vastly concerned as to whether a vulgar Queen had or had not added the embraces of a menial Italian to those of a Priapic Monarch, it waxes epical over the drowning and shelling to death of a number of Turks at Navarino, and it is never tired of unravelling the political combinations that preceded the Reform Bill, and subsequently exhausted the talents of those large men in stocks and whiskers, who used to impress one's boyish imagination so much in the pre-fire Madame Tussaud's
Gradually, as the Victorian head expanded in harmony with the Victorian stomach, it began to be realised that something important really had taken place, that could be comprehended neither under the heading of slaughter nor that of intrigue Progress had been at work, a Deity more inevitably beneficent in His mysterious workings than any of those worshipped in temples made with hands He was a veritable god from the machine, machinery that got better with every passing day The improving Sunday book was reinforced by the weekday horror that strove to interest the young mind in the exploits of George Stephenson and the inventors of Jennys and power looms The Industrial Revolution was a tm& when vilks had replaced cottages, and such 10?dy cities as ^alford and Sheffield had expanded out of ^significance, to bask under a pillar of per-petual dkmd by day The Industrial Revolution had, m feet, beea the time when John Bull5 like certain carp at Yetsafltes, had developed the capacity of getting fettet and fatten through an indefinite period
28